Lost gallstones during laparoscopic cholecystectomy: are they really benign?
The long-term effect of stones spilled into the peritoneal cavity during laparoscopic cholecystectomy is unknown. The course of a 58-year-old man who had recurrent right subphrenic abscesses and a right empyema secondary to spilled gallstones during laparoscopic cholecystectomy is described. The authors outline techniques for minimizing the spillage of stones during laparoscopic cholecystectomy: the application of hemoclips, endoloops and sutures, and placement of the necrotic, friable gallbladder in an endoscopic bag immediately upon completion of the dissection, before extraction of the gallbladder. They conclude that spillage of stones during laparoscopic cholecystectomy may lead to serious infection and should be recorded in the operative notes so that stones may be suspected when a patient presents with abdominal infection after laparoscopic cholecystectomy.